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"'From thought and extension flow innumerable
modes, which contain others. He who would at the
same time embrace all Extension and all thought
would see there no contingency, nothing accidental,
but a geometrical succession of terms, bound amongst
themselves by necessary laws.'"

"Ah! that would be beautiful!" exclaimed Bouvard.

'"If God had a will, an end, if He acted for a
cause, that would mean that He would have some
want, that He would lack some one perfection. He
would not be God.

"'Thus our world is but one point in the whole
of things, and the universe, impenetrable by our
knowledge, is a portion of an infinite number of uni-
verses emitting close to ours infinite modifications.
Extension envelops our universe, but is enveloped by
God, who contains in His thought all possible uni-
verses, and His thought itself is enveloped in His sub-
stance/ "

It appeared to them that this substance was filled
at night with an icy coldness, carried away in an
endless course towards a bottomless abyss, leaving
nothing around them but the Unseizable, the Immov-
able, the Eternal.

This was too much for them, and they renounced
it. And wishing for something less harsh, they
bought the course of philosophy, by M. Guesnier, for
the use of classes.

The author asks himself what would be the
proper method, the ontological or the psychological.

The first suited the infancy of societies, when man
directed his attention towards the external world.
But at present, when he turns it in upon himself,
" we believe the second to be more scientific."